16                                LECTUBE I.

Religion, witli or without WorsMp.

There is another view according to which religion
consists in the worship of divine beings, and it has
been held by many writers to be impossible that a
religion could exist without some outward forms, with-
out what is called a cultus. A religious reformer has
a perfect right to say so, but the historian of religion
could easily point out that religions have existed,
and do exist still, without any signs of external
worship.

In the last number of the 'Journal of the Anthropo-
logical Society' (February, 1878), Mr. C. H. E. Car-
michael draws our attention to a very interesting ac-
count of a mission established by Benedictine monks
in New Nursia in Western Australia, north of the
Swan River, in the diocese assigned to the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Perth in 1845 \ These Bene-
dictine monks took great pains to ascertain the re-
ligious sentiments of the natives, and for a long time
they seem to have been unable to discover even the
faintest traces of anything that could be called re-
ligion. After three years of mission life, Monsignor
Salvado declares that the natives do not adore any
deity, whether true or false. Yet he proceeds to tell
us that they believe in an Omnipotent Being, creator
of heaven and earth, whom they call Motogon, and
whom they imagine as a very tall, powerful, and wise
man of their own country and complexion. His mode
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